Chapter 23, Dark Sky Regulations, Overview

i, h’!-a. -

LIGHTING
Wild By Nature

Mono County's spectacular acenic vistas and dark night sky are valuable and unigue resources in rapidly developing
California. These resources are important to guality of life for residents and visitors on whom Mono County’s economy
depends. Safeguarding the county’s scenic beauty and dark night skies requires special planning considerations.

Lighten up on light Blinding lights or brilliant stars?

A bright light not only masks the stars and night sky. it Where else but in the Eastem Sierra can you s2& so many stars
mzkes areas oumside the light darker and thereby m the night sky? Only where ourdoor lighring is minimal,
lass secure. shielded and down-directad.

=  When is light needed?
Wery few wght lights need 10 be oo all the tima.
Tomers and motion detectors activate light only
when needed.

=  What type of light do | need?
Light source shonld be down-drected, shueldad and
as low to the gronnd as practical Lighting should be
used only in the area whera it's needad  The light
source should not be visible off site. either to
neizhbors of passing motoriss.

=  How much light do | really need?
Provide only the mirima] amount of light necessary
for the purpose. INon-koliday ontdoer decorative
lizhfing is not recommendead in KMono Connty.

hielded light creates glare and
akes it harder to soe the stars
and surrounding araa.
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Chapter 23, Dark Sky Reagulations

A lighting plan showing spec sheets for all exterior fixtures including design, wattage, location, aiming point, all ma-

5, mounfing , etc. must be submitted for all permits and on all elevations. Dutdunr Ilghtll]"’ plan shall inclode:
Mamufacrarer specification shests, out-sheets, or other mamufactarer-providad information for all propesed ouwtdoor lighting fix-
rares to show fiuture diagrams and Lght output levels.

The proposed location, meuntng heizht, and aiming point of all eutdoor Lightng fixtores shall be shown on the site plan, all ele-
sations.

Drawings for all building elewatons proposed for illumination should show the fixtores, the portions of the elevations to be ilo-
minated, the illuminance level of the elevations, and the aiming point for any remote lizht fxhoe. Building dllumination shoald
be only the minimal amount needed for safety and reasorable access, such as walkways and entrances.

All new outdoor lightins shall use fall cutoff iminaires with the light source dewncast and fally shislded with mo light emitted abowe the
honzontal place, with the following exceptions:

Fiumures that have a mamum cutpat of 100 mers (equivalent fo one 10-wait incandescent bulb) or less, regardless of the num-
ber of bulbs, may be left upshialded provided the bulb surfaces are obsoured from off-site wizibility with a semi-transhicent oo
frosted zlass that has an opague top to prevent the lizht from shinme directly up. However, partial or full shielding is preferred to
coniro] light output in all sinsations.

Fiumures that have a maximam owiput of 600 himens (equivalznt to ooe 40-waif incandescent balk) or less shall be partally or to-
tally shielded nzing a solid or semi-transhucent barmer, provided that the lamp 15 net visible from off site, oo direct glare is pro-
duced, and the finmure has an opaque top o keep Light from shinmg dmecily up: e g, a low owtput-style wall pack.

Floodlizghts that do not meet the defimition of “fll cuteff™ may be used if permanently directed downward, if oo light is projected
above the horzental plane, and if fined with external shielding to prevent zlare and off-zite light trespass. Unshielded foodlishes
are probibimed. Floeod lights should only be used during active need (for safety or while accessing of working in an area)) and not
for peneral lighfing when uninhabitzd and not necessary for safety.

wtoff Finmres. A lizhting fixmre desizned such that no light, either directly from the bulb or indirectly from the fix-
ture, is emitted st or sbove a hornizontal plane mmning through the lowsest peint on the fixmre.
Shielding A barrier around a fxture that helps conceal the lamp and control light distmbation. A fiwture that is “fully shielded™ incorpo-
rates a solid bamier, emits no light rays abowe the horizontal plane and effectively obscures visibility of the lamp. A fiwrure that is
“panially shielded™ may allow some light to pass through a semi-transhucent barrier, and'or may allow visibility of the lamp fom certain

Crives.

For a complete copy of Chapter 13, please visic  hitp:/www. monoconnty.ca.govizervices himl
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